
Began or Begun?

Began
This is the Past Simple of ‘begin’.
You simply adapt the present tense…
Today I will begin my new timetable.
                   …into the past tense 
                          Yesterday I began my new timetable.

Begun
· This is the Past Participle of ‘begin’.
Rule: When using the Past Participle ‘begun’, you MUST add ‘have’, ‘has’ or ‘had’. 

I have begun my essay.
Summer has officially begun.
[bookmark: _GoBack]She had begun to eat less sugar.
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[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQf_Q8RGltoClTn2mM-acq8V-x60cKtDL2ohG1XmAsj_2Tl-o-QSg:essayshark.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/clippencil.jpg]TOP TIP: You Need an ‘A’!
Begun uses ‘u’, not ‘a’. You need to add ‘had’, ‘has’ or ‘have’.  The song had begun.

Began already has an ‘a’.  Do not add anything!
     The song began. 
She began singing.

  
                   



Complete the following sentences with began or begun.   
 
1. A new term has _____ well.  

2. The teacher ____ awarding lots of stars for great effort.

3.  The performance was so moving that she _____ crying!

4.  It ______ raining as he left the house.


5. The rain had _____ suddenly! He didn’t have a coat.

6.  World War 1 ____ in 1914. 

7. She _____ running as soon as she entered the field. 

8. He has ______ reading a brilliant new book.
9. He _____ drum lessons as he wanted to try something different.
10. They have ____ work on their leaking roof. 
[image: ]Answers: 1. Begun 2. Began 3. Began 4. Began 5. Begun 6. Began 7. Began   8. Begun   9.Began 10.Begun. 
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