Grammar Point: Good / Well

If somebody asks how you did in your exam, you could say “I did good”, but this would be WRONG.  You should have said “I did well” as this is grammatically correct.

The differences between the words are outlined below:

Good:  always an adjective (describing word), but never an adverb (word that says HOW you did something).  It never modifies a verb (is added on to a verb).
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Well:  can be an adjective or adverb depending on the context.  When an action verb is involved (e.g. swim) an adverb is needed, and ‘well’ is always the choice, never ‘good’.

Complete the following sentences with either good or well:

1)  I ran really _____ in my race.
2)  That is a really _____ drawing you have done.
3)  His backhand technique is really _____.
4)  She strikes the ball really _____.
5)  He cooked the dinner _____.
6)  I am doing _____ in Maths.
7)  He is so _____ at Science.
8)  That dress would look really _____ on you.
9) I don’t feel very _____.
10) It’s a good job she finished the year _____.


Answers:  1.well  2.good  3.good  4.well  5.well  6.well  7.good  8.good  9.well  10.well 

